
Willow Creek Reclamation Committee

Wednesday, March 2, 2011
1:00 PM, Creede Town Hall

1. Call to order, introductions and sign-in.

Meeting was called to order at 1 pm. Kathleen Murphy-Creede, Ed Innerarity-Wason Ranch, Jim Loud-Creede, Jan Crawford-Creede, Adam Moore-CSFS, Heather Messick-RGHRP, Guinevere Nelson-WCRC, Corey Kanuckel-USFWS, and Phil Reinholtz-USFS were present.
New guests introduced themselves and their interest in the Willow Creek Reclamation Committee.

Ed Innerarity spoke about his involvement with Wason Ranch and the latest board meeting with the Wason stakeholders.  He mentioned that Wason is waiting to see the final design for the stream restoration before taking action on their property.

Adam Moore from the Colorado State Forest Service introduced himself as the Alamosa District Forester. He is interested in the WCRC project as this is part of his district and is willing to assist with vegetation selection for our projects and will volunteer his time as well.

Heather Messick from the Rio Grande Headwaters Restoration project stated that her interest in WCRC was to ensure that the Upper Rio Grande River is working together to reduce sediment loading and that in the future would like to partner with WCRC on projects.  She is also an active participant with the Rio Grande Roundtable and stated that their funding has been replenished for future projects.
Corey Kanuckel is from Partners for Fish and Wildlife, a part of the USFWS.  They have an incentive program to assist private landowners and municipalities with restoration projects.  He indicated that this program could benefit the WCRC.
2. Approval of February minutes

Approval of minutes was tabled until the April meeting

3. Additions/Corrections to agenda

No additions or corrections were made to the agenda.
4. Reports:

A. Coordinator’s Report
The coordinator reported on that she would be requesting maternity leave of six weeks and be available by phone/email for that time.  The coordinator would like to work until the delivery date, expected to be April 22.  No action was taken. Nelson also reported on some changes to the Virginia Christensen Fund that the WCRC uses.  There will be several meetings coming up that will clarify changes, and its impact on funding WCRC activities.  
B. Chairman’s Report

There was no Chairman’s report

C. TAC Report

There was no TAC report

D. Financial Report


There was no Financial Report
5. Old Business

A. Ponderosa Tree/Order Trees from Colorado State Forest Service

WCRC will still be ordering trees from the CSFS, if anyone would like to put their order onto our form, the deadline is March 25, 2011.  The CSFS deadline is April 1, 2011.  
B. High Country Hustle 2011
Heather Messick is involved with putting this together, it is a 6.6K walk/run to raise awareness about the average distance that women and children around the world have to walk to get water.  The race will begin at 2pm on April 17, 2011.  There will be live music and some information booths on water issues around the San Luis Valley.  WCRC can help by setting up/taking down and/or having a booth to inform participants of our projects. No action was taken.

C. Volunteer Recruitment for sampling and monitoring work 
WCRC is still recruiting for sampling and monitoring work.  The events so far and tentative dates are as follows:

Spring Highway CleanUp : Late May/Early June
Spring Water Sampling:
 The week of May 9th
Willow Cutting/Planting: April 18th-May 6th 

Spring Creek Clean-Up: Early June

Water Fest with Elementary Students: May 25th (date is solid)

6. New Business
A. Willow Planting
A discussion of timing and techniques was discussed.  It was indicated by Moore that the willows be cut before they break bud, and that they can sit in water for up to two weeks before needing to be planted.  They also need to have their roots touching water (aka wet feet). No action was taken.

B. Coordinator Maternity Leave
Discussed in coordinator’s report, tabled until April meeting

C. Timeline for Spring Events

Discussed in Old Business, no action taken, tabled until April meeting

D. Safety Team

Jim Loud started the discussion on a Safety Team/Safety leader to inform volunteers of safety hazards and procedures during volunteer events.  No action was taken, tabled until April meeting.

7. Adjourn
Don Dustin came in at 2:40 and made a motion to adjourn, Jim Loud seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 2:41 PM.  Next WCRC meeting will be April 6, 2011.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
TAC MEETING 10:00 AM

A. Re-vegetation plots (floodplain)
B. Re-vegetation (between confluence and flume)

C. Re-vegetation (re-evaluating old sites)


